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Cody Cooper
Hentwood.

Evil pedazo
de mierda,
pardon my
language.
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Knew he was 7 My true-crime gal pals
trouble the first and I have been following
time T laid eyes on him ever since, waiting
him. At a gun show for something just
over in Jersey? [ » like this.

-
L
ik T . " z 1
-

e !
- W e
B
R Wiy

He wrote come ' Wantg all the other virgin Psycho’s No political agenda

cockamamie excuse broken toys out there to obsessed with or anything, just zero
for a manifesto follow his lead, fry fo beat that guy who shot regard for human life,
this morning. his “high score.” up Vegas a couple you know?
' years back. -
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Christ,
will you listen
to yourself,

Lita?

Rambling like a
crazy woman, when
I should be giving the
old welcome speech
that got passed
along to me.
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To paradise, perdition,
maybe something else
entirely? All we know
is hobody comes back
once they exit the

Been a while,
but let’/s see
how much T'’ve
held onto.

"Good tidings,
fellow traveler, and
cast aside your
fears, for --7

The
more things
change,

Can you please \ |
tell me why I'm |
wearing this /




Right, well, near as the
scientists on this side I've
chatted up can figure, each
of us is basically a snapshot
of our own exact

midpoints.

I lost it back
in grad school,
to a guy who

dumped me.

Something
about the half-
lives of massless
particles and
whatnot.

No, I... &
just turned 43,
and for the first
time in my life, I
finally like the

way I look.
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Trust me, you
have nothing to
worry about.

here cares about

Nobody over

appearances.
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busy watehing
what’s going on
over there.

Obviously, the results
aren’t always ideal, but
I’d say it usually works
out better for us than

the boys.
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But,
how are we
supposed to

There must be
some reason we’'re
still here. Like, what

are the rules?

Oh, the rules.
Well, you know
that Pemi Moore
movie?

Indecent
FProposal?

WhatZ No,
the one with
the ghosts.

the one.

I’ve seen
Ghost.

Terrific.

Because
this is pretty
much the
opposite.
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Another
evening, another
ten million new
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you back for the

Sorry the
lead singer
kinda sucked
tonight.
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Hell,
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after a few
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I fully support my
friends in the asexual
community, but I’'m
hot getting that vibe
from you at all, so
what’s really --

sorry,
but I’m going
to need some
¢losure with
this one.
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best fuck that
motherfucker
up!

You ever
want to fuck
these perfect
tite again...
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I came to this I’ve been watehing over you ever
side when you were since, and I’'m so proud of --
just a baby. y -
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What the Y G R No no, charlie. T
hell you mean * peen there? Like your blood. I've been
"watching” when T take a A 22 LR\ watehing you like... like
5 | WA T a guardian angel.

You wateh
me when T

You a
pervert.

You all
a bunch of
perverts,




We have : Nah, T
have to do | don+ want

s leave.

You ¢an

move on

anytime,
mate.

to an incomer

like that!
Reckon

you already
Know.

Charlie, please!
I’ve got so much
you should hear. About
your famiily. About the
young man who taught
you how to fight’
He was actually
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Breaking: the Fresident’s daughter | My grandmother’s
asks to have her marriage annulled; got it under control.
Clobal: the Taiwan War enters
its eleventh year; Family --

She can’t
make a linked guy
disappear.
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swear, no one’s
gonna ever hear
about this.
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Marcus Fays
Ernandez, 109,
complications frow
COVID-2.

Just gimme
¢cis-dudes
under forty!

Charles
Timangiak, 38,
heart attack.
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Nothing
he wasn’t

gonna do
Fuck ‘em,

they’re on to the
hext thing. All you’re
guilty of is training
harder. Of sacrificing
more. You think that guy
saved himself for
ninety-three days
like you did?
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And hasn’t
your woman also
suffered all these
long-ass monthe
she was denied
what’s hers?




Then shut
your mouth and
make me cum
already.
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All due respect, but
this is their house,
not yours.

You, me
and every other
floaty-type has
got zero claim to
anything from
that world.
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You’re one of those
"haunters.”

Biteh, tell
that to the
mortgage
I paid off.



Then, you must
have figured out by
now that our kind
c¢an pretty much
go anywhere.

Why spend
the rest of existence
tethered to the same
-- admittedly lovely --
brownstone?

F
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Hold on,
you actually
lived here?

What, you
surprised a man
like me could
afford a place
like this?

It’s just... unless that
getup was for some
Village People thing, I'm
guessing you kicked
a while ago?

I get out
plenty, thank you
very much.

Made it
to Pluto
once.
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Mister...?
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Are
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as far from here as
turned ou

I drifted all
perfect t
ible,
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in the 2030s,

poss

Got turned
way The hell

around somewhere
between Saturn
and Jupiter.

sixteen

Anyway, took me nine
years to reach the thing,
to find my way back.

but just under
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For calling
you that
other word
before.

Nah, T was being a bit VT In the last two hundred years, T’ve
of a ecunt. Where do I get barely left Manhattan, and that’'s
off telling anybody how only when T’ve been ¢reeping on a

to do anyfhirlg?// e D

particularly compelling storyline.

And you do...
whatever this
is regularly?

Mighty personal
question there, | = 1 4l R _ el
Pluto. A e B | | " You have
news alert.

Shall T
continue?




It might
be about

v You gonna listen to
more hurricane noise, or you gonna let
A\ bullshit; baby. & me cateh that nut?
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They do have
stamina.

It’s kind
of incredible,
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Watching
folks’ most
intimate
moments?
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In all your
centuries, you
never watched

other people
get it on?
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You ready to be
astounded...?
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Still, these NI e
two have Vo
Hﬁ‘* been good
il ShONY Don’t feel
AL S e right violating
Their privacy

I get that, but
there’s something
I heard a lawyer
say once, after
I was gone...

The FBI wanted to go |
through my embarrassing | | & = =900 Y And
online dating history, just b3 ) S ’ you figure
in case I’d ever maybe gl & turnabout’s

rejected the deranged N R
loser who ended up... Y AE £ ir play
you know.

Anyway, my parents
hired an attorney, and
she told them something
T never forgot: "4t the
end of the day, the _ - PANE U ; ‘
dead have no right 4 FN = it 5pmefhm9
tfo privacy.” S R like that.

For what it’s worth,
I never drew down
on nobody.

sorry,
is that
cowboy-slang
for jerking
off?
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I fired them more than
once in my younger days,
but never at another
living soul, not one
I hit; anyway.

Wait, are you ? e

making fun of
my outfit?

Taking a
guess at how
you may have met
your demise, I
just... wanted
you to know.

thank you,
Sam.

Obviously,
our kind doesn’t
get to pick which
accessories we're
saddled with.
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Nt "/ Don't have

You have
eighty-nine
breaking news
alerts.
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(S S 7 ety SH e AL 2alifornia. the massive blast
inside the heart of
this dense population
center was indeed

nuclear.
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Though the cause '\ Y SRTEHpg - , We just got
remains unclear, this \~<j | huked by fucking
would be the first , i T :
explosion of its kind on
North American soil
since the final nuclear
weapons tests of
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joke.
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i;;ii? been threatening
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No, this... this had to be some kinda \ ey N Ay Though no foreign entity
accident. They said it was a blast; [ orferrorist organization has

not a miissile. And now N o L yet claimed responsibility, I
L[ ‘ThePresident \_~ must tell you that our great
Trust me, \ has released a My fellow  hation was just viciously

maybe they used a statement: Americans, attacked.
satellite or a Hypercube | pum A Please join me
or whatever, but the SHNAE DR in prayer.
People’s Fucking PSRRI AT
Republie just --

e

end of the
world.
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told we have the
first iWithess
footage of the
explosion.




We don’t know the status
of the individual who sent
us this, but the moment
they shared begins with

a blinding flash.

It lasts
Jjust over eight
seconds.

e i e e i) R &radually, the whiteness resolves,
e s s e M and the feed cuts to blackness... but

not before an image briefly

becomes visible.
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On one hand, On the other,
not the first time I\ [ gomething about this
thought they'd maybe &Sy feels especially...

cooked their own ) doomsday-esque.

' S LT S Trust me,
, . [ if the sky starts
Well, if . | i :
more blasts are ' e Tﬂlmg;;gg 32:;
coming, they’ll We

be o9 should keep
quick. moving just
In case.

Linmim,
actually, T get
a little nauseous
whenever I go
higher than the
scrubbers.

like a guy who’s
seen some
armageddon?

Pon’t tell me
you’re one of those
war junkies who followed
the Enola Gay over to
Hiroshima or whatever.

Nah, this
was much
closer to
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Pon’t e RS Before damned if T can recall
think Tknow ——— el B your fime, the month, which speaks
of time and such, not
the magnitude of this
particular tragedy.
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Most of the
~/ first one landed right
Accident, Y  here in Park Slope, killed
midair collision every soul on board and
with another a mess of folks just
aeroplane. going about their
lives below.

Tried to be of service o what- "/ ...are you

ever terrified spirits emerged '\ laughing?
from that c¢rater, but they kept -
rushing back into the flames for S R N N Y

loved ones, most of whom had Wiy A LR [ becausel

already moved on. 4 | .\ | calleditan
A e aEENEERNAN o R ‘ia&f'ﬂﬁfaﬂﬁr#
In all my years, mammoeing. | N RO i isn’t it?
I’ve never heard S, " e
wailing like...




Like all
your sci-fi
lingo’s up to
Snuff.

You're
right, I'm
a terrible

person.

Now go on, tell
me more of these
frightening flying

machines.

All T was
attempting to say
is that I’ve borne
withess 1o disasters
of a scale I wish
I hadn’t.

So these
days, whenever it
looks like scary shit’s
about to happen, I
make myself scarce
as shit.

But, what
if this time is
different?

What if
the smoke clears,
you mosey on back,
and there’s not a
single survivor left
anywhere on the
entire --

Will

you look at

‘ -
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if the
ies down there

Just,
dumm
have gone and gotten
themselves cancelled
I’m gonna be
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I’m certain this’ll come out
c¢allous, but: Beyond some initial
overcrowding, how much would
their side going extinet really
change things for the
likes of us?

Not as if
we’ll be enjoying
Welsh rarebit
again either

I1t’s been
off the menu
for a while,
Sam.

oy Ty [N -

iy,
e bV W
e

If you
can’t have what
you miss most,
what’s kept

e

- ¥ ¥ d -
" LR B e S, S,

That’s the
earthly delight
you miss most?

Welsh rabbit?

Beer, cheese
and bread, nothing
but loveliness.
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, There’s more to this
I'm plane of existence than
serious. just watehing the way the
living act behind closed doors,
what with their endless
scratehing and sniffing
of themselves.

The sterling
conversations?

Hardee-
har.

i 3 i T T PR just how
, AR they behave
‘ ity when they’re
alone.
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And you and I could have front-row seats for What's

whatever wacky shit these beautiful beasts are EMEEN  |left to see,

doing for their grand finale... but instead, PP e, Valz
we’re hiding up here in the balcony. V. A, W

Folks fighting

for spots in over-

crowded bomb
shelters?

Maybe a few,
but civilization is
on the brink of

I mean, I wasn’t getting
extinetion!  Most of the e laid that year, but my room-
sane people down | mate had aggressively loud
there are probably : Sk . sex with every man, woman and
busy fucking each Sl e Uk TR nonbinary teacher’s assistant
other’s t:rains AL AN RN AR SR A e in the West Village.
out! ANTR S e e

remember
the city
after 9/11,
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We thought each
And who new TV &uide was
could blame  dusted with a lethal
herz dose of anthrax,
You know?#
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The
rounding
error?

See, whenever the general population
i unexpectedly confronted with their

own mortality, they always refturn
to the same thing.

N

Reminds me
of that asteroid
scare in '28.

When it looked
as if Judgment
Day was imminent;
Brooklyn damn near
became an open-
air brothel.
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Korea, I
think.

S — S, L You ever seen more than
i S e s two people copulate?

No clue, but
those clouds aren’t
looking particularly

fungal yet, so at least
the end credits haven’t
started rolling.

At the same
encounter?

Still time
for us to
rejoin the
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Doesn’t
have to be that
complicated.

Any number
greater than
your standard

coupling.

L4
&
L

VA

Well, if this is
really the potential
conclusion of all such
gatherings... T suppose
T wouldn’t object to
viewing one up close
and personal.

You’ve been
tfo the edge of
the solar system,
but you haven’t
seen a ménage
a trois?

Soa
threesome.

Sure, it’'s
usually just a drunk
guy glumly watehing

while two ladies make
out; but yeah, I'’ve
caught a few in
my time.

That’s
the fucking




That is, if you

God, | don’t mind another More the
I needed deviant horning in :
B S on your action? merrier.

this.  Finding an end-
times three-way
is juuuust the right
level of difficulty, like
a good thousand-
piece puzzle.

kg
g

.
L

U g g

[ 1

see how
your Kink
works.,




With the
proverbial clock
ticking, probably

best to avoid
unfamiliar
terrain.

So stick
to my usual
hunting
grounds?

going to make
it sound as

predatory as
all that; but...

might lose
you in this
gathering storm
L\ of annoYing L& oy
) lookie-loos. (a5

must all Think
New York’ll be

Then they
¢an suck
my dick.

Meet me
at the corner
of Mercer and

Houston!
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n on the

p
Ziegfeld or the
s, but don’t

Used to

dro

#

nk I ever even
heardof th

Par
thi

was the best
movie theater

in the world.

e,

Ay

Jw
e i S e s,

the screens
were small, and

e
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e T
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the popcorn
was always
stale
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What was the first 7 Or heard,
film you saw here? T gather?

Trees Lounge, 1990s
Steve Buscemi dramedy
about alcoholism.

not exactly the
sonic feast you
were expecting,
right? But here’s
. the thing, even
i/ during the funny parts,
@ //-v & the soundtrack had this
' subtle growing... rumble
that came and went,
creating this perfect,
unpredictable sense
of dread.
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Anyway, solid little flick,
but when I finally walked
out; something weird . 3 0 e
happened: T realized I  /-\ = Baomed ) fuckin
could still hear that S O e, G F -l-raling,
rumbling. it had . BT N\
never been
part of the
soundtrack

Something e
playing next | |Lime
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liked subway
cars constantly

inferrupting

your motion

Every single
time for the next
thousand things
I saw there.

Maybe, but
I used to love
! that push and pull of
No offense, the real world with
but that sounds whatever I was
di&frﬁiﬁﬂg as e watehing.
Al el A,

s
i e

Being submerged
in somebody else’s
story while also feeling
that, like, periodic tug on
the hose of your diving
suit? It was weirdly
comforting.

BTN ;:J'L |
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N e R N

Welcome
to the old
Angelika.
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What is
it these
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One that
also features
penises!
Are you
and your era’s
social norms
completely

g b \  scandalized?

to a strip

By fellas
AN each other’s
'\I‘.

AN
1 If'-'il I.'-,"-':|I L L - '--I' 11 Al e
i ﬁ?‘{\{bﬁ :i‘..‘u.'-'{“-. \.* R company? &

‘I.
"|1_

That was
old hat long
before I came
around.

Thenwhy Y  Suppose I was just hoping Well, that sounds Which is why T didn’t drag
do you look that whatever “encounter” we super judgmental. you to an illegal ¢\ub, but
like somebody \ eventually stumbled upon might But we’re in more of a classic, no-sex-in-
took a dump in D\ be less... fransactional? agreement. . the-champagne-room kind

your stew? /i S i of establishment.

No judgment _
against anyone W R s
who pays for it; A L So you're not
of course. AN expecting to find a
& E, / threesome here?




Not at first, but T figure a potent
mix of terrified-slash-intoxicated singles
and couples will end up here the second they
get sick of rewatehing that footage.

The dancers won’t go home with We just have
anyone, but if we’'re lucky, at least to keep our
one trio of horned-up customers peepers peeled

will bond before the night and/or for people with

human existence is over. -\  potential.
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\
:: | .-
) | to make some
| & bR | very hard
. © N | turns.
Mama.
NDN‘NE“YJ
I’d suspect
o that outfit
was just a aN_\
A==\ kink... W
iy L NN 77
5| NN 7
“;:_ §| il
| |
I' \
\
'.'."

...but that’s
a bonafide
woman of
the cloth.

!
AL
I
1]

" Been along time since
Goddamn, one of them locked on like
you see that, like she knew she
that? was being watched.

"The eyes
of the Lord
are in every



figure you
for a
thumper.

Twelve
years of
Catholie

Then is
this maybe
the wrong

direction for
fonight?

And they’re
headed straight
for the same
restroom!

Sister
Christian and
Mister Right here
are the hottest
duo TI’ve ever

what did
we ever do
to deserve

such...
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R ThoughtT N0 [ Tobe fair, I've been
B Lo lost your trail Yl | stalked by dead creeps
for good affer JEREEEEIEIN from all professions.

the Bowery.

.

: _”‘ \:_:.’.1 '1.'.._ “..
x A }E‘\E‘L'- Wi \S:\\;},:{::_

N b TR
T

RN

1) -_I
K : ] ] 1! ",
. - [

P -
[ R =. i . 3 ]
i AR s U -
I: . BT Y 1 4! AN |
£ 1 ' o il
" l.l 45 -
o g i = 1}
- ] | M
" % ‘ |
" |
! ¥ |
] | (

i ‘i |
VLAY §

You're calling WHi s et Uil Annnnd
me a stalker? SO RPN | . N4 g This place

That’s funny,
what were you
about to get
into with these
hice folks?

and I got
just as much

right to be

here as...
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On and
off since | PR N g 5 PR RO SRt
he doxxed T '.; TN _j S The moment
whyTotrongy N WA,  ever comes you
‘ BB ROy R me gone
suggest you splif; [ SRS B ?33 guud? say
before that ass- [ EEEN FEEREEEEEN. ihe word.
up your past.

Until then,
I ain’t leaving
your side.

=
a

P T T

Y,

Least not
until we’ve
caught our

- - & s
|, s "o il el T

what they call a
female Peeping
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The hell \ = ——— ' see, seum
is your o Ny like you and this
problem? HE:," ;g;;a whore were sent
P " here to pay for
your sins.

My beat is
making sure
nobody skips

out on the

That’s about
enough of this
motherfucker.




Slap leather,
you son of

) i N

1

L L L k.l Rele b

AT

Your six-shooter’s
nothing but window

dressing!

Just like
my piece! Like
everything in

this fucking
nightmare!




You’'re
threatening a
man you can’t

hurt with a
weapon you

can’t even... /
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Because
you were
I"'ighf; this

is hell.
your turn

to burn.
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Hold on,
what’s
happaning




Big man
in charge
gave me this

Told me
to hunt down
the worst of

the worst
with it.

supposed to
scare me?

Not like I can die
a worse death than
colon cancer.

Fill your belly
with so much lead,

gonna killyou, " vou sink on down
L’m gonna to the next ring
shoot you. ‘ of damnation.

vd

i

i ;:_-.‘-;r

Those
folks’ll be
mighty pleased
to see someone
like you.
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Enough years of

trying, any spirit

could learn to do
the same.

have no idea
ever say is
.Hnue...

..and I'm
perfectly okay
with that.

‘l'he hang 'D‘F
it somewhere
between
Uranus and &
Neptune. \

Trick of
the light

Phantasmal
sleight of
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Mind you,
wasn't the
first thing T
pulling out.




They
\ { The nuke, figured
STV el sarge! out who
'S - 1 % : o f - '

*iﬁf_ 7 7o SN T] h:ﬁéﬁ \ did it!

File's & a.l,I._I ."-.,_' "'n,.:'-w .
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1

Who the fuck is EERESEEE B R R  This is from The
"They,” private? /SRS e New York Times...
I ‘. T b so it might actually
The & | L e be real, right?

news!  And not,
like, Foxfire
or Bagua or
whatever.




IT was
motherfucking
And? Red China,
wasn’t it#

Actually,
ma’am, they’re
calling it home-

e jullll

Americans
did this?

made a damn
iWithess of
themselves
pushing the
button.

Negative, but the footage

was supposedly uploaded

to some new feedbag...
Ga-Glunch?

We've got to
find the nearest
13-year-old.

They know
how to wateh
everything.




You have,
er, someone
particular
in mind?#

You’ll be
relieved to
hear I don’t
keep tabs on
minors.

moral reasons, just
because they’re all
boring as shit.

But like a dozen
years ago, I used
to follow a bunch of
storylines in that
apartment building
down there.

the sexiest couples
ever assembled under
one roof, but T had to —
bail after the selfish 5% '-

i
A
#

jerks all started /g
having kids. A = HEC N

Anyway, fingers
crossed one of their
spuds has sprouted into
someone with access to
videos from domestic
terrorists.

believe it%
About
Anaheim? That

somebody out

there was sick
enough to do
that to their
own people?
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always circle
back.

if this isn’t
the work of another
country, at least the
odds of an actual war to
end all wars ruining our
viewing party suddenly
went way down,

Cautious
pessimism.

My friend,
I like the
way you...

me.
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i
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== You don’t Y That lady N
get it! up there, she ‘-(
e ; [ was once married
to the father of
the guy she was
blowing!

Oh, I bet

~Well, have they were boning
to figure the threat long before that

of apocalypse makes |\ mushroom 4 B e
for some... strange % ¢loud. LG e A
| Something {F G & PV
about this place R T
just attracts the i, 1T
biggest freaks on
the planet.

bedfellows. Aok
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Case \x¢
in point. 5=
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I said
] gimme the
h‘.lj‘ e blue cable Are
T like eighty you color-




Yousure W £ momse

we're not find out we
gonna get  yere messing N
around with too pilled out
illegal -- Aol to care about
G e anything,
midwit.

s this

— S Shut
almost caught = . . _ M up and
something! . B | 7Y 1 listen!

Wait; let
me start it
from the
beginning.
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Valz

You don’t...
know this guy,
do you?

met this

particular

salesman,
no.

familiar with
what he’s
selling.

11 A ey g

heck does My name’s
"wumber-sign Bilbo Gene Gutierrez,
leaderboard”

and unless I royally
screw up this next part,
you’re looking at a new
high scorer/

mean<




For those of
you who’ve never
heard of our game,
you can thank your
freedom-loving
government.

They’ve convinced their servants in the media That Austin fire from forty years

to downplay or outright deny the existence of aqgo, the Super Bowl CX gassing, at
h Leaderboard and its connection to some pretty least ten mass shootings back
2 badass mass-casualty events. in the 2020s...

...all done
by my fellow
players’

For too long, those
brave men--and like two
wokien -- were denied any

recognition outside of what’s
left of our dedicated
little community.

I can only
hope that the way
I conipete today will
help bring them all
the credit they
deserve.




Like our patron
saint, blessed be &.C.F,

I want fo achieve whatever
rank I’m lucky enough tfo
reach single-handedly,

without assistance
from anyone.

Oh, and I realize I was
complaining about First Amendment
stuff, but I want everybody to khow
that I have no political affiliations...
or really much inferest in
politics at all.

And I’ve never
been the most social
guy, but I have zero

issues with people of any
race, creed, gender,
or nationality.

I really
Jjust want fo see
how miany of you
I can kill!

I mean, S
folks c¢an argue
that Genghis or Stalin -

deserve the fop spof,
but those guys had
help, you know?
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...and with
the following
step-by-step

instructions, how
you can, foo.




Jo be fair,
those watching me in
places like Israel or parts
of the Soviet Republic of
Lkraine will have an easier
time getting certain
comiponents than the
rest of you.

Still, if an
underemployed college
dropout like me could
assemble all this without

ever leaving the U.S.,
I have faith that..

I’ve reached

_. We
: | F heed to take a —=
Sorry; L... *Yau mind “; motherfucking /=
T need to cateh if we take . ride. | \
my breath. another walk or | ! .

SSSa )\ something? - \&f -5

C ). ] s T :
' | -I C ;._.' , Fuek : ' = g 2 a

E L | a walk. :
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What's
the oldest
ghost you
ever met?

-
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Oldest?

You
mean age
or eraZ

I met an honest-to-goodness
knight in shining armor a | ~
few years after I kicked. From " No shit
around the Tenth Century, You ecateh his
if T recall correct. name?2

Hers,
actually.

WEH:
aren’t T

a sexist
French _ biteh?

lady, Isabel of
something-or-
other.

Interesting gal, joined her brothers on
the battlefield in her twenties, then spent
the rest of her life in a convent. Spoke
about a dozen languages by the
time we ¢rossed paths.

Anyway, she
mostly wanted
to talk about

Martians. As i_n, the
aliens?




Reading over folks’ shoulders, Isabel

had been keeping up with that War of

the Worlds book everyone was raving
about back then.

She felt for
sure something like
that was about to
happen for real.

This chick -
sounds fucking Why didn’t
amazing. you two space
A\ cadets keep
in fouch?

Eh, you know
how it goes on this
side. Sooner or
later, folks tend
to mosey on.

How
about you,
Valz

Run
across any
conquistadors
or whatnot in
your time?#

About fifty
years ago, I saw
a motherfucking

caveman.




Or maybe
it was the one

i i before that.

one of those
old cliff-dwellers
out of Mesa
Verde?

Nope, not a
Native American, T
mean a straight-up

_ Neanderthal.

I had no idea
if he even could

Regardless, Naked, hairy, = communicate, and
fhisgdude was ~ and sporting the ' [\ \ I was honestly
definitely most ridiculous e too scared to
rhino cock I've ever ==mmmmmmal [FF \ find out.
seen attached 10 Aeam—eer—e—i | -
something with
two legs.

Did you...
speak with
him?#

50 Eﬂsfead;
T just did what
T always do:
I watehed.




Kept a
respectful
distance, but I
tracked him up and
down Manhattan |
for a good three £
weeks. 2\

I don’t know
if the beautiful
bastard offed himself --
or whatever you call the
equivalent of that for
our kind--or if he just
sank on down to the
Earth’s core.

Either way,
T never saw
him or anyone
like him ever

Eventually,
he set up camp
at Rockefeller
Center, right after
they delivered that
year’s Norway
Spruce?

Captain Caveman must have seen
hundreds of tree-lightings over his
centuries, but he seemed especially

transfixed by this one.

Day after
Christmas, he
strolled right into
the thing’s trunk...
and then poof,
he was totally
gone.

I can’t tell
if you’re
fucking with
me.

Come on,
this is our
stop!
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we headed
to next?

QW

Lm, to the
Chamber of
Lincomfortable
Revelations?
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completely unload
on you, but I’'m still
kKind of processing
what happened
back there.

that mad =

With e - 4 ] =
bomberz ’

s No, I’'m
most definitely
not ready to get
into that shitshow
yet. I’'m talking
about Officer
Stalks-a-lot.

= Al

him in the face...
it kind of broke
my heart.

ﬂ‘
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fIl’mi

Look,
I'm grateful
you scared him
off, but if I'm
being totally
honest?
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But why the fuck
do I still get off on
gunplay, considering
that’s how I ended

. - .II. | 'hll.'“. -3 '.'..'..‘ -_‘_. " E
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Well, that’s...
understandable?
Guy seemed like

a genuine shit-

-
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as a viewer, even W
now, few things are as Bl
satisfying as watching o

some deserving douche-

bag go down in a hail |
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human being... T
just think about
how much
it hurt.

had a few thousand
orgasms in my life,
and I still struggle to
remember what a
single one of them

I probably

felt like.

But T'Il
never forget
exactly how it
feels to get
fucking shot
to death.



The whole experience only lasted At first, it was like that time
a few seconds, but it seemed my older brother pegged me in
like a goddamn infinite number the back with a snowball that

of eternities. 3 was more ice than snow.
And not the fun,
life-flashing-before-your-
eyes Kind, you know?

Knocked
the wind out
of me, but not
the end of the
world, right?

I don’t know how
else 1o describe it; but it
felt like There was a... a snake
inside of me, a snake made of
'Fff'ﬂ. Aﬂd X ﬂﬂ“ld 'FE-E' |f5 'I'E-E'rh T _]u..';f wanf&d ‘o
ripping and tearing through pe dead, but my body had
every organ. hever felt more alive, every
nerve scrambling to somehow
make This unbelievable new
pain somehow please,
please stop.




And when it
was finally over,
it had really only

just begun.

Because
I sftill had all
the memories,
memories of the
kind of suffering
I would never
wish on another
human being.
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on now, you

got nothing

to apologize
for.

T e e R e
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Over the
years, T have
wished exactly that
same suffering on
$0, 0 many other

QLRI N

TR

SRR
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mean to dump all
my trauma on you,
especially because
you probably saw
your own share of
horrific gun stuff
back in the

I ever saw
somebody take
a bullet was in
the moving
pictures.




Hollywood
to the contrary,
gunfights --in the
manner of the O.K.
Corral or otherwise --
weren’t exactly
commonplace.

Lt U A L

Forgive me
for making unsound
assumptions, Dude
Open-carrying
Multiple
Firearms,

T

3

Don’t get
me wrong, I saw
my share of violence,
but none involving
ammunition, which
was both costly and
imprecise.

taught me to
drive cattle said T
wouldn’t even have to
load these things
for them to scare
off rustlers.

o e
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P AR,

Mind you,

I still did, but in
almost thirty years
of riding point; only
shots T ever fired
were into suffering

animals.

And before
that, you never
even withessed
any, you know...

battlesz

g i | Lot
. e
ek s Rt

Buft like you,

I’'m sure I felt
the occasional
compulsion to do

the same to
well men.




Val, are you
really asking
me what role I
played in the
Civil Warz

Why, is my
timeline totally of¥f...
or is that just a wildly
insensitive subject for
someone like me to
even bring up?

By the
time Appomattox
finally came to
pass, T was sfill

that, I’d just
as soon not
elaborate.
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Are you
done with me
forever?

Nah,
just with
this part of
the ride.

What say
we move on from
your corridors of
disquietude?




Chamber of
Uncomfortable
Revelations!

And fine,
you have a less
contentious
destination
in mind?

Somewhere
we could resume
our noble pursuit,
directly across the
way, in fact.

Central
Park?#

The
Ramble, more
specifically.

I know
it’s late, but
unless that pateh
of land has c¢hanged
significantly since
my last visit; it
might have what
we’ve been
looking for.

Sure,

I suppose
we could cateh
humanity’s final

three-way

there.

You
suddenly
& sound...
B\ unenthused.

I still want to
wateh a triumvirate
fuck, éam,and I
want to wateh it
with you.

But
first, I really
have to know:

what movie
was it?




What movie _
was what? SF=—

When you

finally saw
somebody geft...

you know?

Pa-kahh. :'_

That was,
hands down, the
very worst pretend
gun noise I have
ever heard.

Pon’t stall,
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Oh, the musical
It was | accompaniment was fine,
the same one and T was as gobsmacked

as every other by the imagery as the
son of a biteh rest of my balcony.

my age.

A The Vie7— Then
so-called Vil came that =
Great Train AERE  final shot. A&




L <
W e

never seen
anything

e G




Not
from that
point of view,
obviously.

I’ll never
forgeft his
expression as
he pulled that

absurdly
calm, you

i




Anyway,
fuck that Ll \
gimmicky > WY 2 ront,
shit. c¢heap back in believe I've
your day, and it was e S N SeT seon
still cheap when N 4 > that one.
Scorsese aped it /A, N, i\
for the end of
Goodfellas.

Iy
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Regardless, you \
didn’t quit?

Despite
a ecrummy first
experience, you
stayed a loyal movie-
goer, even after
you hopped the
cosmic fence?
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e NV sl g i
LN MM S AL Caught my fair
ot W %‘ﬁ%ﬁf - ‘Lﬁg\ share of matinees

over the centuries,

§ | W if that’s how you

You got
to be in the

audience since,
like, the birth A
of cinema.

mostly just
around for its
slow, painful
death.




For what
it’s worth,
most of what
I watched was
pretty damn
forgettable.

Still, you
had a front row
seat for so many
milestones!

Talkies,
the first films
in color...

Afraid my
earthly tenure
ended well before
Wizard of Oz
and its ilk.

i
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Does that
mean when you
finally saw it on Wisens'y
this side, that OB 2y

entire movie was LR Rl e Y
in black and R

RN N
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Like every
picture T've
seen, yeah.
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No, Wasn't
don’t think & TR that a
SRR Jackie Chan

If I’m being
honest, even my
favorite motion picture LY g7 :
pales in comparison to g0 25 | &
something like the e
Rumble in the h Wik NY |

i

Ali versus Foreman Not an exaggeration to say

was the first time T there must have been a million souls
ever made the frip over hovering around that ring when the
to Africa, certainly the fight began, men from every nation

most memorable. and era imaginable.

still hear the
impact of that
final left hook to
poor George’s

.

-

.
‘\u (ohaRy o
;f::.
Sure, nothing
cooler than
traumatie brain

injuries.




Not a
devotee of the
sweet science, Or of
I gather. any “contact”
sport.

I met a
former NFL player
a few years back, and
even though he lived
into his eighties, he
had just about zero
memories of anything
after he retired in
his twenties.

Getting hit
in the head so
many times you're
still paying the price
in the fucking _
afterlife? How is
watehing
something
like that

Well, didn’t

you say you

ehjoy taking
in violent

Yeah, because

'\ they're fake!

Like every
“western,” I
thought that one
was a bucket of
loose horse-

I mean, none \
of the actors
had to actually die
for something like
lInforgiven to be
a masterpiece,
right?




Let’s cee, Preadful,

: in the 2050s¢ -
‘ Val, did you Qoh, good int J no? /i
me;.;i gue, ever try watehing A\ quesrion; u??;ﬁ;:;;ﬁ— ?Lu;h =
- something set back a © el e
in whatever epoch Holly-gram” biopics _ p——
you hail from? = about the Trump Py -
A he administrations. %
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The costumes
and locations were
usually spot-on, but
for some reason, all the
actors had that severe
eyeliner older men didn’t Multiply that
start wearing unfil gaffe by about a
the 2040s. thousand, and you'll
have some sense how
I feel watehing any
Clint Eastwood
claptrap.

That’s why I
tend to gravitate
to stories in the
science-fictional

manner.




Of course
vou’re a fellow
nerd!

Let me
guess, you're
obsessed with

No, I’d say my
absolute favorite
motion picture
would have 1o be
Enemy Mine.

this is gonna
haunt me.

Pidn’t much care
for that film... or
the year, come
to think of it.

Just a
beautiful tale
starring the great
Louis Gossett, Jr.
And that white boy...
what in the world
was his name?
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I do believe this
is The single most
impressive group of
copulaters ever
assembled.

I’'m mighty
grateful for
the variety of
pairings...

And not a
dick-sucking
Roomba as far
as the eye
éan see.

know, those

sex robots

everyone’s
addicted

stupid VR
glasses either,
just glorious
flesh on

...but we’re
somehow still in
want of a proper

threesome,

# L |

A N2 v S




Besides,
it’s only a matter
of time before one
of these couples peels

_ ) B apart and joins another
. 22 Ve - " ) SR .. @, fuck-session already

| : ou Know s Wt L in progress.

.:‘-?r what they say: s 7 S A 2B AN Pros

O\ don’t look a @ i

gift horse in
the gaping
asshole.

=

Just hard
to decide
exactly where

(U T ; i ;‘ , end is nigh,
~* AR\ bitehes!
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Al AR V' et your last
W r pear! necklaces
TN,
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before you walk

through those
pearly gates!
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o on,
JUL o) Nl gl ) t my bad boys
(IR Ll Ny (. 4 and good Fan out
4 Nn ’iﬁﬁ"" Vi . S girls. and find
your queen
somebody
to love.
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Hva i helvete,
bambinoZ Thought
vou left the life-
style for good.

I did, but
then I heard
about Mecca,

figured this was
well and Truly
last call.

what the
fuek about

Not long after
Anaheim, another g p '
psycho set off a dirty \icm Jesus,
bomb outside the Great PN - what
Mosque. I1’'s already yi S next..?
complete Armageddon i 8 L EGS
over there. Like,
literally.
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